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any unnecessary force in passing the instru-
ment. He would, therefore, have a staff
made upon this pattern, but of a diminished
calibre, and on the ensuing Saturday, the
gentlemen present would have an opportu-
nity of judging of its merits.

17th February, 1838. William Wenham,
the boy introduced to the reader in the ob-
servations printed above, and written three
days ago,was placed on the operating table,
about one o’clock, P.M., in the presence of a
large assembly of professional men. The
newly invented staff was introduced with-
out difficulty, the patient having his legs
extended, a fact proving that the difficulty
experienced on Tuesday was occasioned by
the tension produced in the perineum,
through the flexion of the lower limbs, upon
the abdomen. When the boy was tied, Mr.
Guthrie made the usual cuts in the peri-
neum. but rather lower than usual, and
having reached, as he conceived, the groove
of the staff, pushed forward the same knife, i

apparently along the groove, until its pro- I

gress was arrested by the cul de sac termi-
nation of the groove, at the point of the staff.
The operator, as if aware he had not

yet arrived in the bladder, impelled forward
simultaneously the staff and the knife, but
ineffectually. He then took the bistouri
cache and pushed it forward to the stop in
the groove, and drew it back, making an
incision at the usual angle. No urine flowed
from the wound, and the bladder was not
opened. The bistouri was again introduced,
and brought out, without making any new
division of parts, the blade describing ex-
actly the same track as before ; the bladder
still remained intact. The operator now
carried a scalpel into the wound, and en-
larged the incision upwards, and again car-
ried it on to the end of the groove without
penetrating into the bladder, and, on exami-
nation, the staff was found between the
bladder and the rectum, resting against the
prostate of the child, which is very small. It
was now evident that the modified staff was
too short, unless brought up close to the
pubes, and Mr. Guthrie tried to carry it

fairly into the bladder, but it would not
enter, the point catching by the side of
the prostate, and raising the bladder upon it.
Mr. Guthrie now sent for an ordinary staif,
and having requested Mr. White to examine
the parts and see if any error had been com-
mitted, he introduced it easily into the
bladder, felt the stone, and immediately
carried the scalpel into the bladder, when
some urine flowed. The internal membrane
of the rectum had several times protruded
more largely than is usually seen, and at
this moment the last portion which came
down, looked like small intestine of a

lighter colour than the dark-red lower part
of the bowel. This Mr. Guthrie returned
with the rest, and requested Mr. White to
prevent its prolapse whilst he carried the

bistouri cache into the bladder, with which
he felt the stone, withdrew the staff, and en-
larged the opening in the bladder, slightly
drawing it out in the same direction as here-
tofore. A stone, the size of a large filbert,
was immediately removed, a second small
one followed, but a third, although readily
caught, was too large to be extracted easily.
Mr.(jiuthrielet go his hold, introduced his
finger into the rectum, and tried to turn it,
but nothing was apparently gained. He 
then took a pair of dressing-forceps, but
they would not hold ; he then resumed the
forceps first used, and after a very slow and
gradual dilatation a square flat stone was
extracted.
Mr. Guthrie stated, after the boy had been

removed, that the staff was too short, and
that his miscalculation of the depth of the
perineum had caused all the delay, except
in the extraction of the stone ; that the rec-
tum nor any other part had been cut that
ought not to have been cut.
The boy has not had a bad symptom since

the operation ; and on the evening of Wed-
nesday, Feb. 20th, Mr. Guthrie said he con-
sidered all danger to be over, except fiom
unhealthy suppuration between the bladder

and the rectum.

C&AElig;SAREAN OPERATION
PERFORMED WITH SUCCESS.

By J. G. ACKENS.

WE have already published several cases
in which this formidable operation has been
performed with success ; the following is

the most recent example which we find in

medical literature :-

Therese Rutzerfield, 44 years of age, had
arrived at the age of 39 without having suf-
fered under any severe malady. She had
been married fourteen years, and gave birth
to six children; besides which she has had
three miscarriages, at five or six months,
immediately before her last pregnancy.

In 1832 this patient, then 39 years of age,
experienced, for the first time, pains in the
limbs, and all the. symptoms of rachitism
were developed. These continued to pro-
gress until the moment at which M. Ackens
was called to visit the patient, on the 19th
July, 1835. The labour pains had com-
menced on the 17th, and the membranes had
given way in a few hours, but the labour
made no further progress. On examination,
the tuberosities of the ischium were found
to be so close to one another, as nearly to
prevent the introduction of two fingers. The
transverse diameter of the pelvis did not ex-
ceed two inches and a half; on the posterior
part of the sacrum was found an exostosis
of the size of a hen’s egg. The woman said
that she had been unable to walk for the last
three years, and the husband declared that
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for a long time intercourse with his wife
had been rendered extremely diflicult and
imperfect, by the deformity of the pelvis.
The woman’s strength was much exhausted,
and she has vomited frequently ; the pulse
was small, at 90. Having obtained the
patient’s consent to an operation, the author
performed the Cassarean section, in the ordi-
nary manner, through the linea alba; the
lower extremities and body of the infant
were easily extracted, but the head and neck
were firmly retained by the uterus. This
rendered it necessary to enlarge the wound
for their extraction, which was then readily
completed. It was necessary to suspend
the operation several times, on account of
repeated vomiting, and a syncope, which
lasted two minutes. The author has omit-
ted to mention whether or no the intestines
protruded under these unfavourable circum-
stances.
The external wound was united by three

sutures, the lower part being left open, to
give issue to the blood and other fluids.
The dressings, which merely consisted of
compresses and lint, were retained by a
common bandage. On the third and fourth
days the sutures were removed, and replac-
ed by strips of sticking-plaster. Rest, and
the strictest abstinence from food, were en-
joined ; for the first three days the patient
took nothing but some cold water ; she was
then allowed some whites of egg, beat up
with water, and, subsequently, small quan-
tities of chicken broth. On the sixth day
the patient was in the most favourable state,
and on the thirtieth day after the perform-
ance of the operation, the wound was com-
pletely cicatrised.
No secretion of milk took place from the

mamma?, and the child, who appeared
healthy and full-grown, was confided to the
care of a nurse. It continued well for
three weeks, but then fell ill and died.
The mother was perfectly well at the lapse
of five weeks from the date of the opera-
tion ; the catamenia appeared at the end of
four months. The patient has not become
pregnant since ; the rachitism has not made
much progress the pelvis, however, ap-
pears to have become a little smaller.--
Journ. des Con. Med. Chiarttrg. Feb. 1838.

CASE OF EXCISION OF THE SPLEEN.

By J. CHAPMAN, Esq.

THE subject of this case was a stout and
healthy man, of about thirty years of age,
who was gored by a buffalo, in the Morung
Forest, which produced a horizontal wound,
of about two inches in length, through which
the spleen protruded, and remained in that
state for six days, when the patient, to seek
medical relief, rode into the station, a dis-
tance of fourteen koss and put himself

under Dr. M’Donell’s care. A ligature was,
in the first instance, applied, with the view
of interrupting the circulation, and thereby
, removing the mass; but, on further con.
sideration, he determined to excise the pro-
triided viscus, which being done, and liga-
tures applied to two bleeding vessels, with
simple dressing, and rest in the horizontal

! posture, the case rapidly recovered.
: It is now two months since the operation
was performed, and the man as yet enjoy;
his usual health.&mdash;Trans. of Med. and Phys,
Society of Calcutta, Vol. viii., Part 1.

There are few, if any cases, of complete
excision of the spleen on record. It would
be highly interesting to follow np the his,
tory of the above case, and endeavour to

trace the effects of the loss of the spleen on
the economy of the patient.

ABSENCE OF THE LUNG.-On examining
the body of a child six weeks of age, affect-
ed with cyanosis, and who died of cerebral
congestion, Dr. Hein found a complete ab.
sence of the right lung; only a rudiment of
the right bronchus existed; the right pul-
monary artery and vein was also absent;
the septum of the ventricles imperfect; the
aorta arising from both ventricles ; the fora-
men ovale and ductus arteriosus open.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.

As we had anticipated, Mr. Stanley has
succeeded Mr. Earle, and Mr. Wormald

Mr. Stanley, in the situations of surgeon
and assistant-surgeon to St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital.

MR CRAMPTON.
It is reported that Mr. Crampton, the

Surgeon-General for Ireland, is about to be
raised to the rank of Baronet. There is no

man whose professional rank and attain-
ments more justly entitle him to such a dis-
tinction.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Hibernicus should apply to the registrar
of the Apothecaries’ Company for the infor-
mation which he deairesr
Had Mr. James Lindlay appended hi,

address to his letter we should have given
him our advice upon the points to which he
alludes.

Letters and communications have been
received from Mr. Newport; Dr. F. Morvan;
Observer; and Mr. H. J. Gore.
Want of space compels us to defer the

insertion of several communications until
the next Number,


